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41 . (AMENDED) A method comprising: 

transmitting an indication of at least one item that a customer is to purchase, the at least 
item having an associated total price; 

receiving, in response to the transmitted indication of the at least one item, an indication 
/ of an offer for a subsidy from a vendor; 

providing to the customer, in response to the received indication of the offer, the offer for 
j the subsidy, the step of providing the oiler being performed before the item is purchased; 

receiving from the customer an acceptance of the offer; 
I transmitting an indication of the acceptance of the offer; 

j charging the customer a second price for the at least one item, the second price being less 

^ than the total price; and ^J^</^^ /^fiC*'^^^'*^^ y 

receiving an amount of funds from the vendor. 
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43. (AMENDED) A method comprising: ~~~ 

transmitting an indication of at least one item that a customer is to purchase^ the at least 
one item having an associated total price; 

receivings in response to the transmitted indication of the at least one item, an indication 
of an offer for a subsidy from a vendor; 

providing to the customer, in response to the received indication of the ojffer, the offer for 
the subsidy, the step of providing tlie offer being performed before the item is purchased; 
receiving from the customer an acceptance of the offer; 
transmitting an indication of the acceptance of the offer; 
charging the customer a second price for the at least one item, the second price being less .j^^^ 
ihan the total price; and J ijt^^S^^^'*''^ /^^^^^^'"^ y 

receiving an amount of funds from a parly other than the customer. C ^ 
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52. (AMENDED) A method comprising : 

transinitting m indication of at least one item that a customer is to purchase, the at least 
one item having an associated total price; 

receiving, in response to the transmitted indication of the at least one item, an indication 
of a plurality of offers for subsidies from a vendor, 

sequentially providing to the customer, in response to the received indication of the 
offers, the offere for the subsidies, (^V^^ <=^ Or^^f^f 

the step of sequentially providing the offers being performed before the item is 

purchased, 

the step of sequentially providing the offers including 

providing a first offCT of die plurality of offers to the customer, ( ^^-^^ y C^^ffi^^^J 



L rejection of the first offer^ and 

e plurality of offers to the customer after receiving ^ ^ 



receiving fi'Om the customer a i 

providing a second offer of the plurality of offers to the customer after receiving 
the rejection; 

receiving from the customer an acceptance of the offer; 
transmitting an indication of the acceptance of the offer; and 

charging the customer a second price for the at least one item, the second price being less 
than the total price. 
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53. (AMENDED) A method comprising: 

transmitting an indication of at least one item that a customer is to purchase, the at least 
one item having an associated total price; 

receivmg, in response to the transmitted indication of the at least one item, an indication 
of a plurality of offers for subsidies finom a vendor; 

ascertaining a rank of each offer of the plurality of offers; 

sequentially providing to the customs, in response to the received indication of the 
offers, the offers for the subsidies 
in a sequence defined by the rank of each offer; 

the step of sequentially providing the offers being perfonned before the item is 

purchased; 

receiving from the customer an acceptance of the offer; 
transmitting an indication of the acceptance of the offer; and 

charging the customer a second price for the at least one item, the second price being less 
than the total price. ^ 




55. (AMENDED) A method comprising: 

transmitting an indication of at least one item that a customer is to purchase^ the at least 
one item having an associated total price; 

receivings in response to the transmitted indication of the at least one item, an indication 
of a plurality of offers for a subsidies firora a vendor; 

providing to the customer, in response to flie received indication of the offer, the offer for 
the subsidy, the step of providing the offer being perfonned before the item is purchased, the step 
of providing including 

selecting at least one offer based on a historical acceptance rate of each offer of 
the plurahty of offers, and 

providing to the customer the selected at least one offer; 

receiving from the customer an acceptance of the offer; 

transmitting an indication of the acceptance of the offer; and 

charging the customer a second price for the at least one item, the second price being less 
than the total price. 

-6- 

99-006 RS4.IZ02 



Received from < 2035958266 > at 10118/02 3:12:40 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



10/18/0 2 15:07 FAI 2035958266 



f 

8266 



WALKER DIGITAL 



@014 



PATEm- 



Applicat'on No. 09/247^81 
Attorney Dc>cket No.: 99-006 




56. (AMEMDED) A method comprising: 

transmitting an indication of at least one item that a customer is to purchase, the at least 
one item having an associated total price; 

receiving, in response to the transmitted indication of the at least one item, an indication 
of a plurality of offers for a subsidies Scorn a vendor; 

providing to the customer, in response to the received indication of the offer, the offer for 
the subsidy, the step of providing flie ofife being performed before the item is purchased, the step 
of providing including 

selecting at least one ojffer based on a profit of each offer of the plurality of offers, 

and 

providing lo the customer the selected at least one offer; 
receiving from the customer an acceptance of the offer; 
transmitting an indication of the acceptance of the offer; and 

charging the customer a second price for the at least one item, the second price being less 
than the total price. 
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